GUERRE DE POTS DE CHAMBRE
laid it down as a rule of law that a general warrant to seize the
papers of a person not named is illegal.
George Grenville was an obstinate man: in the first round of
the struggle the points had been awarded to Wilkes with a
resultant loss of prestige for the Crown and Government. Gren-
ville was resolved to redeem that loss no matter what the cost
might be. It happened that the Government had in its possession
an obscene parody of Pope's Essay on Man entitled An Essay on
Woman, in an appendix of which was a blasphemous paraphrase
of the Veni Creator. The poem was dedicated to Miss Fanny
Murray, a fashionable young woman with a questionable reputa-
tion. It was printed on a press which Wilkes had installed in his
home. An Essay on Woman was almost certainly the work of
Potter, but there is little doubt that the Notes attached to it,
which were in the tradition of Bishop William Warburton's
Notes on Pope's Essay on Man and were facetiously ascribed to
him, were the work of Wilkes. The paraphrase of the Veni
Creator was possibly enough also Wilkes's work. Wilkes appears
to have printed this disgusting publication solely for the enjoy-
ment of his pornographic friends; and only about twelve or
thirteen copies were in existence.
Whig historians and Wilkes's apologists make a great parade
of the fact that the book was privately printed for private circula-
tion, inferring thereby that public morality was in no way
endangered. The absurdity of such a defence is self-evident.
If the publication was obscene and blasphemous [which it un-
questionably was] sufficient copies were in existence to permit
of a reasonably large circulation: for it is the fate of such books
to be passed from hand to hand, and such would have certainly
happened in the eighteenth century. The fact that the readers
would almost exclusively be men holding good Whig opinions
can hardly be taken as a justification for minimizing the insidious
nature of their contents and the danger to public morals!
Egremont's place in the Grenville Ministry went to John
Montague, Earl of Sandwich, who had been one of Wilkes's
cronies in the Medmenham fraternity. But they were no longer
on friendly terms. It is said that during a drunken orgy Sandwich
had invoked the Devil and that at that very moment Wilkes had
unloosed an ape made up like Satan, which terrified Sandwich
out of his wits. Be that as it may, Sandwich was a most un-
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